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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report presents findings from anonymous survey data collected from survivors of sexual violence who accessed OAESV's 

Meaningful Access Housing Program (MAHP). The MAHP was designed to address the urgent and often unmet housing 

needs of survivors who face significant barriers to stability due to sexual violence by providing immediate, short-term accom­

modations through hotel stays. This evaluation focuses on survivor experiences, program outcomes, and offers recommenda­

tions for strengthening and expanding housing interventions for survivors. 

A core theme emerging from this evaluation is the interconnection between housing and violence: violence impacts access 

to housing, and the availability (or lack) of housing can increase vulnerability to violence. Addressing this dynamic is critical 

for promoting health equity for survivors. 

This evaluation report: 

• Evaluates the efficacy of MAHP;

• Explores the relationship between violence and housing access;

• Highlights gaps in rural infrastructure and survivor-specific housing resources;

• Explores the importance of rapid rehousing for this population;

• Offers survivor-informed data recommendations for service improvements, program expansion and systems change.

0 Introduction

Survivors of sexual violence often face significant barriers to safe and stable housing, including safety concerns, financial 

instability, trauma-related challenges, and limited access to survivor-centered resources. 

Housing is not just a basic need; it is a form of violence prevention. For survivors of sexual violence, safe and stable housing 

is essential for healing, safety, and autonomy. Yet, housing is often out of reach due to the economic, physical, and emotional 

toll of violence. 

The OAESV Meaningful Access Housing Program (MAHP) was developed to fill a critical gap in emergency housing options, 

providing survivors with immediate, flexible, and low-barrier access to shelter. This evaluation is based on the direct voices of 

those survivors and the systemic insights their experiences reveal. 

e Methodology 

• Data Source: Anonymous surveys completed by survivors who utilized MAHP between 2024-2025

• Participant Reach: 30 survivors across diverse regions and demographics.

• Assessment Focus: Safety, access, survivor experience, program impact, systemic barriers, and service needs.
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Use this data to educate on how housing is violence prevention and health promotion. 

Integrate feedback loops to continuously refine services based on survivor input. 

Integrate Housing as a Core Service 

Recognize housing not as a supplement, but as a foundational service model for healing. 

Develop survivor-specific rapid rehousing pathways that reflect the needs of sexual violence survivors, distinct from 

general homelessness or IPV pathways. 

Strengthen Cross-Sector Collaboration 

Build partnerships between sexual violence service providers, housing agencies, health systems, and local 

governments to create a holistic safety net. 

Ensure all providers engaged with MAHP are trained in trauma-informed care, confidentiality, and 

cultural humility. 

Ensure all systems understand the link between violence and housing, and respond accordingly. 

Sustain and Advocate for Policy 

Advocate for state and federal investment in sexual violence-specific rapid rehousing models. 

Funding streams that explicitly support housing for sexual violence survivors; 

Housing policies that recognize sexual violence as a qualifying experience of homelessness; 

Inclusion of survivor voices in all housing policy discussions. 

G Conclusion

The data collected from survivors underscore the essential role of MAHP in promoting safety, dignity, and stability for 

individuals impacted by sexual violence. Survivors' voices reflect both the success of the program and the urgent need for 

continued investment in housing-first, trauma-informed interventions. 

OAESV is committed to using these insights to strengthen its programming and advocate for systems-level change that 

honors the lived experiences of survivors. 

The OAESV MAHP is more than a housing intervention it is a model for how we can interrupt violence, promote health 

equity, and empower survivors through safe, trauma-informed shelter access. 

Survivors' stories and data tell us that housing and violence are deeply interconnected-and until we treat housing as a core 

component of violence prevention, many survivors will continue to fall through the cracks. 

As we look ahead, expanding and embedding housing into 

the continuum of care for sexual violence survivors is not just 

a programmatic recommendation-it is a moral imperative. 
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